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‘It is our hope that
showing our support for the faculty
is a vote of confidence in their abilities, but even more
so in their mission
— their calling.’

oseph (’76, ’77M) and Pamela Craun (’77) Damico of Libertyville, Illinois, have
announced a $1 million gift from the Damico Family Foundation to endow
a faculty chair for Exceptional Education in the JMU College of Education. Their gift was one of three unveiled Oct. 26 as part of the public launch of
Unleashed: The Campaign for James Madison University.
— PAM DAMICO (’77)
Faculty support is a priority of the university’s $200 million comprehensive
campaign, which calls for doubling the number of faculty members holding
fellowships, chairs and professorships in order to recruit, retain and recognize
outstanding JMU professors.
Pam Damico made the $1 million gift announcement via video at the dinner
celebrating the public launch of JMU’s Unleashed campaign.
“It is our hope that showing our support for the faculty is a vote of confidence in their abilities, but even more so in their mission — their calling,” she
said. “To us, nothing is more important.”
The Damicos’ gift supports the College of Education faculty in Pam’s field
of study at JMU, exceptional education.
“Pam and I know just how critical it is to the future of our society that
a great school like JMU turns out top teachers who go out into schools
everywhere and inspire their students every day,” said her husband, Joe.
“This is no easy feat. To do so requires brilliant and dedicated faculty.”
“All of our faculty members who aspire to make a difference in the
lives of exceptional children and who dedicate themselves to that
cause owe Pam and Joe a great debt,” says College of Education Dean
Phil Wishon, “a debt that, in years to come, our
faculty and students will repay over and over
The Damicos’ investment will help support
For more,
with each young mind they inspire, and with
faculty and future graduates dedicated to
go to j.mu/
each young heart they warm.”
unleashedstories.
educating students with special needs.
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